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ProY. xvii. 14. 

The beginning of Strife is as when one leU 
teth Ota Water : Therefore leaVe off Otru 
tent'nn hefwe it be tneMed with, 

THE Wifdoin (X Solomon is not any 
where feen to greater Advanta^ 
than it is in his Provnif, wfaidi 
have more in them- than k tv/be 
foimd in the Apopth^ms of the Antieats ; and 
are to be fo much the rather regarded, as they 
were the Refult of that Wifdom which was in 
an efpedal Manner mven him by God, and was 
afterward improv'd by the Experience of a loog 
and glorious Reign. 

And among all his Provertnal Inflrudioo^ 
there is Iiardly any one to be found of more ufe 
in the Condud 01 a private or a publick l^^e, 
than this of the Text, The Begimting of Strij* 
it 0S wbtm piu Utnth outWster* therefore lesvo. 
off CoMtefitiom before if h meidleJi mfh. 

In thefe Words there are two thin^ to be 
confidered : 

I. The Comparifon which Solomon vaakc^ 
between the B^inningof Strife, and the let* 
ling out of Water. 

U. The Inference he draws from this Com- 
parifon, vizi. That we ihould leave off Con*' 
tention before it be meddled with. 

L I am to confider the C<mtfmfo» which. 
Solomoq m^^es between the Beginning <f Strife 
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stUthe Letting ^uf €flV^er : And tbe Begim 
niog of Strife when it is come to a^Breadi, is 
as when one letteth out Skater by catting dova 
the Banks that kept it within its due Bomids, 
and leaving* it to run.whithetfoever its Xorrot 
fiiall carry itl l*fio* Water fliould rage and 
fweil, yet as bngias it keeps within its owa 
Channel) it does no great matter of Hurt ; faa 
as foon as the Storm, or Stop that rai$*d it is a 
little 1)Idvi^n over or out 6F the* way, it grows 
calm and tpoVes gi^tty agaid : And lb it is in 
Strife and Contention. 

White fcht Ofccafions of thcfe- go no (urther 
tfiifl ftiiriiig' ti^ R^fehtments in the Breafis 
6f thoie w})0 think themfcWes wronged, be 
do not cstrry'them over common R^ards into 
opifa Ads of feofUHty ; tho' thfe Minds of Meo 
are troubled- and -difturbed for a wbtl^ yet 
Condefceji(ii;>i^s^Refle£^ion slnd Time abate the 
Uneafineis ', and they grow compofed agaio 
by degrees, ind t^e Diforddr ^oes offlE "Where- 
as when the Refentirient is Td -ftrong as m 
throw Confideratibrt .afide, and &-ive Men op- 
dn outward Afl? of Raee atid'Rtvenge ; a fat 
of.War is immediately declared that ram oo 
Kke a Flood, '-tht-ough the mutual Provocati- 
on^ of each Pamr.contendii^ ; and' no one can 
feywhere it ^ill end. ' 
'This Mman htid feCftifrisheRebeHionrai- 
fed by Ahfdom againftp^v/^i Ks Father. While 
jSBfUortt Woi*fc the. l>ifgrace fc^ H^is under, for 
kiffirfg HyBrother Athrtdfiy ^tfi feeming Pati- 
ence in his Retirement at Grtfnif ; there was 
j'bomleft for tftaking his Pcfefce'^fth-hisPa- 
^lier, and -acxordirtgly his HeCdDclfiJitidi^ was 
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length procured by the means -of 
^, and the Woman of Tehah: iSm.t;ff 
at when after he returned to the 
ourt, (whether it was from harbouring hi$ 
d Refentments, or from taking a, new Fir$ 

Ambition upon the declining of Dgvid) 
3 not only inunuated himfelf uito the Af* 
£lions of the People, but fo con- 
rrted the Matter with his Spies, cb*f. ti, 
» to get an Army about him a/id 
eclare himfelf King : All Hope^ of an Ac* 
Dmmodation were taken away, and no Stop 
3ukl be put to this inteftine Com- - 
uftion ; till the ralh, and ungrateful, <*^. il. 
nd difobedient young Man feQ by 
lie Sword. 

Toward the end of Solfimafi Reign God 
"aifed up Enemies to htm, to punifh his inor<. 
linate Lull and Idolatry ; and Rehohdm his 
>on found the Kingdom in a great deal of 
Uneafinefs when he came to fucc^ him. But 
this Uneafinefsof the People had in all Proba- 
bility gone off, had he either remembred the 
[nftruQion of his Father, or hearkened to the 
Counfel of the Old Mea, who advifed him tOt 
rpeak mildly unto diem) and give them Hopes 
of an eader Yoke than they had hitherto born. 
"Whereas rejeftins this wholfonne Advice, and 
following the Inftigadon and Flattery of thofe 
hot, ana heady, and high-minded young Meii 
that had been bred up with him, and conti*' 
nued for the moft part about him ; he pro- 
voked the People with his imperious Threat- 
pinEs to fuch a Degree, that ten 
Tribes immediately revolted from ? **•* "*. 
l|iint ai^d fet up for themfelye;. It 
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It would be too tedious to relate the fcvcn 
Civil DifTentions that arofe among the Tiies 
that continued in Obedience to the Houfe :• 
Ddvid ; and which let in the BMfylomd^s at firr. 
and brou^t on their Captivity ; as they L 
the Rcmdas afterward, and compleated tk: 
Ruin. For as great as the Romdn Empire V2> 
Jofephm where he fpeaks mod to it's Honor. 
doubts not to fay that it was the Seditfon asi 
Contentions of the jfewijb Cow 
JJ^*** Jiii pQQps and People , that broug/z: 
Defolation upon the City icd 
Temple. ' And the RamAm who prevailed k 
amazingly over their Neiglibours, felt h 
Wounds which they gave one another, 2d 
funk under their own Faftjons at.Iaft. 

The Beginning of all their Seditions is afcnN 
cd by their own Hiftorjans to the Power of ik 
Tribunes; who took upon them to be the Pro- 
teflors of the People, and to follicit, and to ex- 
tort, and even to make Laws in their Name; 
not (6 much for tlie Sake of the People, as for 
advancing their own Power and Greatneft. TAc 
Foot upcMi which they did fct out at firft, was 
thought to be equal and ju(l, as a Means of fe- 
curing a due Ballance of Power : and had h 
been as juftly purfucd by them and received by 
others as it ought to have been, the Rights ani 
Liberties of t^e People had been fafe, and the 
Dignity apd Peace of the Government fed 
k^t n alfo preferved. But Ambition mixing it 
fcif with thefe Opportunities, improved the 
Advantages which the publict Uneafincfsgave, 
to.tlte private Account of thofe who afl^ed cq 
rule. *• 

•• -?•••. • And 
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^ 9 > 
A.nd tho^ the Heads of thefe Faftions fell 
mfelvesin the bold and dangerous- Attempt, 
: the Fire they kindle^ went not out at. their 
:aths^ but broke out again with as much Vi-^^ 
5 nee as ever, into that which is by way of 
Ltenuation calPd the Social fVar^ or the War 
ith their Allies, but was in Truth a Civil and 
inatural War. ¥or thtTufcamy Latins^ and 
\bins were become one People with the -Re?- 
(t9^s^ and were thdught by the Hiftorians to 
ive had i Right to the Privileges of that Ci- 
% to the Grandeur of which they had fo much 
3ntributed : And the denying them this was 
lie Ground on which they arofe, and proved 
he unhappy Occafions of greater Devaftations 
n Italy than ever Pyrrh$is or Hannibal made. 

Devaftations not much inferior to thefe, and 
;hat fprang from Caufes not wholly unlike, 
bavc very often afflifledthis Nation to which 
we belong. And to fay nothing of former 
Commotions , that late Civil War which 
brought on, the great Calamitjr and thecry<- 
ing Sin of this Day, will furnifh Matter a- 
bundantly enough to fupport the Juftneft of 
the wife Matfs Comparifon, That the Begin* 
ning of Strife is as tvhen one letteth out Water ; 
no one can fiLy where it will ftqp. 

When King Charles the Firft of bleffed an* 
glorious Memory came to the Crown, he found 
the Kingdom very uneafy ; and the firft Work 
which his firft Parliament entered upon, was to 
conftdcr the Grievances of the Nation, and 
the Ways of redrefling them. They, flbew a 
great Unwillingnefs to venture eitner theic 
Pcribns or their Purfes in that War abroad, irf 
which they were at that Time engaged ; part* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•w&t* c$t *y th'*o'* Diftruft of Succcfi, ac 
VoU.iP.Hi, more/rqm a Difllke of the Mc: 
112. fures thait were then puriued^ 

carryiog it on. 

Whether a right Courfe was takeo upoo t 
Whole to cure thefe Uneafuvefles, I Ihall eb 
preTume to dctermioe ; but the Advifers of k>l 
plying his Majefty's Wants by fome verye^ 
traorainary Methods are generally oondenuei 
becaufe as they made Liberty and PFoper| 
precarious, fo tbey broke that Confidence kj 
tween Prince and People, which fiiould alwar 
be ^he moft ni<»ly preferved ; and opened i 
Gap to ail thole mirerat»e Caafu(iofi$ rlkt ak- 
wards foUowed. 

I fpeak this the more fre^^y, becaufe I b« 
no ^louonof doing Juftice. to oae Side attb 
jBxpenceof Injoftice to the o^ber ; and bec»!^ 
the known and beft Advocates tor theR«Tii 
Caufe, have thought it incumbent upon d«i 
toaciuiowledgethat thefe sew W^ys wtrefe- 
ry wrong Steps, an^ did .naturaUy ceod o 
create apublick Difturbance. It is upoo dx 
bcqinon of the Means that were u(ed to ^ 
port thefe Attempts, that our great and ooUe 
Hifforainfays, ** Thofe Foundations of R^ 

** by which Men valued tbcir 
Vbl Y'p'S** ** Security* were to the apjw^ 

*' henfion and underflanding of 
<' wife Men never more in danger to be de- 
** ftroyed. 

And a nol^e Lord who died in tbe Service of 
B. ir^tt/w. ^^^ Kin| .pretty. «aHy in tbe 

War, did in the Tear 1640, la 
l|^s Accufation of that Perfqn who bad pro- 
u'dimced for thet^wfulnefs (^ thefe Mediods, 
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, ** That he iiad endcavonrqd to bring alf 
L^virs from his Majefty's Courts to his 
Niajefty^s fireift: Ife gavt their Goods to 
the Ki^» aod their Lands to the Deer, and 
their Liberties to his Sherifis ; fo that there 
^va9> no way by which they had not been 
opprefs'd, if the Power of that Perfixihad 
bceti equal to his Evil, or his Majefty^ 
Will been equal to his Power, 
mention tfaas Lord's Scnfe of ^'^^ **^' *• 
lis Matter the rather, becaufe ^' '**' 
fie noble Hifterian above memioned, who pre- 
ailed widthini'to come into the King's i«nme« 
liate Service, fpeaks of him befbre,as ** a Mdh 
' of a (incere Mature and a fevere Adoref df 
' Truth; as having fuch a Loy- -, 

' alty to the King as the Laws ^J'*"'*'- **!*« 
'^ did require, andagreatdevoi VoL il'pfsi^!'*' 
'' tion to his Perfon. And one 
of the great Anguments he us*d to perfvp'ade 
him to accept of the King's 'oflfer was, that 
^' he would have opportunity to give the 
*^ King a truer Information of his own con^ 
*' dition and the ftate of the Kingdom, than 
" it might be prefumcd had been given to hiiM; 
*^ And to prevent any Gounfeis 
** or Pra£fcice which might niore **' 
" alienate the afifefiion of the Pec^le from 
" the Government. 

I will mention but one Honourable Perfon 
.mo«j from among the King's E.ofa.//?./. 
rnends, and that is one who 
liad ferved him in Spaim ; who in reprefent- 
ing the Motives and Ties which obliged him 
40 adhere to his Majefty in the War, ufeth 
<befe Words. . [[. I mult and do confefs chat 

" fome 
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** ibme thin^ and too raantf, were ill done 
** by the King's Minifters ; and the Srf^s 
*^ Propriety and Libergr might have run gRit 
*' hazard under aa ill Prince, by diofe wi^ 
** that were, then fet on Foot. For to fpok 
** freely my Senfe, by the Principles theott 
** ceived, all was put into the King's Haudi: 
** For neceffity was made Maftcr of aB, id 
" of that neceffity the King was made th: 
^ Ible Judge ; and Princes may eafily mi/lab 
*' their own private Wants for publidk Necei^ 
** fity. And then he goes on to take offtki 
blame of this from the King, and to lay jt« 
thofe that advifed it, and who, as be ^ 
.<* among the reft of the Methods of fupplf"? 
E. of Brift^r, " his Majefty's Wants, brou^ 
Apoi- p. 41. 43. *^ forth one above all, Of 
Loadofc ftfy;. u ft^uck at the Root of tK 
•* Subje£l's Propriety, 
' ■ And this Invention lielped to taifc f*h » 
jBpirit, as could not afterwards be laid by " 
|hc gracious Conccffions his Majefty ina«- 
The private Ambitions and Views of manf '" 
the Parliament being now mixed with the 
53)mnjon diforders, and pulhing them on » 
purfue their own wicked Defigns, under wio"' 
of retrieving and maintaining their Rignf" 
For when this matter was brought intojt^ 
Parliament byway of a Grievance, thej# 
iPient before given in favour of it was "f' 
only Reverfed, as this Noble Perfon obfer**-' 
** all FCecorils burnt, and all Couffes gwc^^f 
.5* liqto by the King, which the Houfcs thcfli- 
« felvps copJd think of, that no fudi Bxf 
f might be attempted hereafter ; but the Advi* 
ff fers ^IfQ jvf fc Jcftto ^hfi MHce of the Fa'^'^ 
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ment, and fcvcral of them Impeached with-' 
out b^iDg the lead protefted froio punifhment 
by the King. . - / 

And tho^ the more ReafonaWe of ^hcni v^tvt 
a^tisfied with this, yet others -were for k^pingj 
:jp the Contention, and went on with one Ao-^ 
irance upontheCrown after another, till lipthirig 
•remained of the Power and Pre-eminende-, of ir. 
Many of thofe who thought f hey had Caufe 
enough to complain at tlW firft fetting out,* 
mi^hen they faw the Ufe that others were tpadjr 
. tro mdke of their honeft InteAtiOns, drew out 
of thofe Meafures, and laboured for .aq ^c^ 
! commodation of Difierendes as mucl^ s^ithQf. 
could. The Lord whom I mentioned before^ 
and who had, as the noble Hiftorian obferves^ 
♦* A wonderful Reverence for Parliaments, 
*^ was, by his Obfervation of the Difingenuity, 
** and want of Integrify in this ParHamenr,' 
^* difpofed to crofs and oppofe their I>e6gns; 
He and another learned Gentle- . ^^y ^ oaring. 
Wan of the Houfe of Commons Rujhw.'c^i: v^i. 
oppofed the Remonftrance in J-^-4Jf»4^*- 
1641; which, after a warm Debate of twelve 
Hours, was carried but by a few Voices ; tho^ 
the Strength of that Faftion Toon after encreal^ 
ed, by their wearying or turning the. King's 
Pricnds out of the Houfe, and their fevere 
and ill Ufage of all who would not run with 
them to tlie fame Excefs of Madnefs and Riot. 
This Riot' was heigh tned to a dread- 
ful Degree by a falfe and furious ZeaJ 
for fuch a Form of Religion as had foi: 
fevcral Years before difturbed the Peace pf 
the Church and the State. ' Whether that un- 
(juist Spirit; h^d been treated in the beft ^nd 
* ' ' ' '"' ' wifeft 
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wife^ Manner that could hzvo, been wifhed, I 
iball not h^re fta^ to enquire ; it bci^g hard hr 
Men to guard efTedually againd all kind of Fro- 
vardi^ wh^ they faavft to do with, thofe that 
aretroward. However this S^rit iboagrewto 
be ^hogeth^ uatreats^W^ ; and nothing Irat Root 
9jad Branch would ^tisfy tbofe, wl^ pretended 
ItiirA to dedrenotliii^ but a jofl: Refonnatioo. 

In this alfo the learned Gentleman referred 
to above, who had been a Complaineri direifUy 
fi^ribc^ them ; while they went on condemouig 
our lidy Rell^oa as Popery, and arraignii^ 

■ ' the King as a Papi(^ the better 

E. or Brilitr$ ^Q cjj,ry on tl|eir vile looentions 
^^' ^' ♦^' againft one and the other. The 
ICing was indeed as much a Fapift as our 
Religion was Popery; andliis fXMiftant adher* 
ing to the Do&rine, and Goverament of tbe 
Cmirch, was one of the things for which the? 
could never foi^ive him, and for which hefui* 
fered at l^ft. 

For notwithftanding the Umbcage taksa at 
fom^ particular things, there was no reaicmable 
Ground to charge him withPopery; from which 
fiot only his own Condu£^ in tlieMatterof Reli- 
gioh did fufficiently clear him ; but the Fetka 
who bed knew the Tranfadions of the Mdtch 
proipos'd in Spoilt f on which that Sufpidon did 
chiefly arife, was his full Compurgator. This 
Lord profeffes, ** That both from his Know- 
V lec^e of the King from his Youth, and of 
** his particular Cpnduft in Spaw^ where he 
f' refided while this Match was depending, no 
f AfpcrGon could be more&lie and injurious. 
He teUs us, ** That in a Coofettnce there, 
?! into which the Prince y^as furprized, and 
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" put under great Difadvantages; he acquitted 

** hifflfelf fo weU, that they ^ihed Aot^iq^ 

* - upon him, but the full Afltirance that he <vas 

*^ not to be moved, th(f all he then fued.fbr 

** depended upon it. ItMt)uId betoolong to 

-repeat all that this noble Perfbn fays on th» 

Head; what I have mentioned is Vindication 

enough ; and to be r^rded the more, becat:^e 

it comes from one who thought himfelfnot fp 

^vell ufed by the Prince and his Father, in the 

Management and End of that unhappv AfEa\r, 

However all thefe Defences Unified n6« 

thing; the Popular Fury apd Rebellion ran' on, 

overturning all Order and every Perfoo and 

Thing that ftood in it*$ Way, till it compafled 

fhtf horrid dud execrable Murder cf <mr iate mojt 

graeiom SoverMgn Charies I. of ever bleffed and 

glorious Memory^ as the a£^ appointing this Day 

1 very juftly exprefles it. ** A 

«Murdercommitted,(astheAa «-<^'«J»- 

** goes on,) by a Party Of Wrfefched Mendefpe- 

, ** rately wicked and Hardened in th^rifflpietV; 

, '* who having firft {>Iotted and contrived the 

*' Ruin and De(lru£tion of this excellent Moi- 

, ** narchy, and with it the true Reformed Prp- 

^ teftant Religion, which had been (b long 

*' proteded by it, aiid flouriihed under it. ; 

** found it neceflary, in order to their cart 

'* on their pernicious and traiterous Def _ 

*' to throw down all Biriwarks and Fences of 

" Law, and to fubvert the very Conftitution of 

*' Parliament ; that fo they might at laft make 

" their Way open fdr any ftitther Attempts up- 

*' on ihefacred Perfon of his Majcfty lijmielf. 

" For thh End thfey feduc^ a Fart of the Army, 

"• declare againfl further Treaties with the 

« King 
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f^ King, itmonftrate againft the Parliaoiec: 
/^ for offering at ic, fieze.his Royal Perfea 
^^ while the Commi0iooers Were retormq 
.^^* with his Anfwer^; Zfld when his Conceffiocs 
** had been voted a Ground for Peace : Thcr 
>' imprifoil fome Meblbers, and force out c> 
5^ thers; and when they were not a tenth Pan 
.^* of the whole, fhelter themfelves under th« 
^^ Natne and Authority of Parliamear. h 
*' that Name they laboured to prolecute whai 
*' remained behind of their long intended Trca- 
*^ Ton, and prepared an Ordinance for e- 
*^ reding a prodigious and unheard of Tribe- 
^^ nal, which they called an high Court of Jo- 
^^ ftice for the Trial of his Majefty, and gotk 
^* to pafs their Houfe of Commons^ and put ir 
^^ in Execution on their own fingle Authority 
>^ when the Peers -had reje£led it ; and by 
^* Force of it brought; that pious and virtuoiB 
*^ Prince to the Scafit>Id, and puWickly murder- 
^^ ed him before theGates of his Palace. And 
^* by.this horrible Aftion the Proteftant ReB- 
^^ gion received the greateft Wound and Re- 
^^ proach, and the People of Engird the mod 
^* unfupportable Shame that was poffible for the 
^^ Enemysof God and the King to bring upon 
** them ; while the Fanatick Rage ofa few 
^ Mifcreants ftands imputed by our AdverCiries 
^^ to the whole Nation^ 

I jiave' chofen to cive my own Senfe of 
this melancholy. Cafe, for the moft Parr, 
in the very Words of the Law; as carry* 
ing more Authority with <hem than any that 
I could devife. And indeed it is hard to 
find Words full enough to exprefs the Bafenefs 
;and Blacknefs of thpi: Murcjprwliich was this 
^..-i * Day 
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\y committed in the Mockery of Juftice and 
>ntem pt of all Law, and in Defiance of that 
sverencc which not •only by all Rules both 
ivine and Humane, but from the very Na* 
re and End of Gover*nment, is due to thofe 
ho have chief Authority in it ; and without 
hich^ there can be no Order upheld in the 
/orld. 

This monftrous Faft was attended.as ti[ii|lit 
c eafll V imagined, with an entire DiiToluttod 
F all Regular and Eftablifhed Power both ih 
llhurch and State : and the Tyranny of man)^ 
bon ended, as it ufually do^s in the fetleq 
Fyxagny of one crafty and diflembling Ufurpcr; 
Nor will I pretend to guefs at the further Mi(^ 
cheifs that had followed that Ufurpatioh, if it 
had not pleafed God in his Mercy to reftore 
the Royal Family to the Legal Governmcidtf 
of thefe Kingdoms again. 

This fhort View of this fad Hiftory is ** 
bundantly enough to juftify the Wife Nfan'i 
Compariton, That the vegtMning of Strife is ^i 
tphen one lettetb out Witer^ no one can fay wherd 
it will ftop. It is therefore time toconfider, 

II. The Inference which Solomon draws froni 

this Comparifon, w*. Th^f tre Jbouid leave off 

Contention before it be meddled trithy i. e. before 

we are fo far engaged in it as noteafily to find 

any way to retreat. And as I have confidered 

the Comparifon with regard to publick and 

civil Condu£l ; fo I (hall, as the fad Occafion re^ 

Quires it, confider the Inference like wife. And 

this T (hall do fo much^the rather,as the Occafion 

itfeir, befides the infinite Evils it brought on 

us thtfn, and by very near Confequences after^ 

wardS) feems to have in feme Meafure entailed 

C thi» 
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this one very great inconveniciice amofig o^ 
iliers upon us : That they, if there arc icy 
remaining who had any hand In (b BarfaarcBS 
?! £art^ and tliey who m thetr Opiniqo £^\ix: 
fuch' Perfotis as had, do iuilly look bo tbc& 
Telvcs as fufpeded by tliofe who have Power 
aird are confcquently tempted to be always er- 
dcavouring to fecure themfelves again/^ the: 
^«periour$, fay leiTenins^ that Power tx> whic 
ttiey hav^e tnade themfelves fo juftly Obiioxioi& 
P9 on the other 'hand, the)' who are in A^ 
^iqrityjdo carry with diem a very deferved ab- 
hprrence of all foch Bloody and Turbuks 
Alen ; and are tempted never to think theia- 
lelvts fafe, while any Strength remains wkb 
thofe of whom tlicy have fo great a Suipick^ 
And as tliis mittual Sufpidon takHig m Riie 
from fuch a difmal Event, is apt to carry thif^ 
citlier way a great deal too far ; fo we findx 
lias had this Efled infome late Reigns^ and bss 
|)eeo;the Occafion that neitlier Prince nx 
t^epple liave tliought tbemfelTes fafe while 
ikher of theother had any Power. 

A^inli tliis Con&quence of conmion Dt& 
iruft:^ all lioneft and good Men oiight to pro- 
vide with the utmoil Precaution ; as they wifli 
weU to tlie wliole, and wovfld be thought to 
follow the Advice of the Text : Which extends 
It felf equally to tJiofe who are in any kind of 
AiTfliprity, and tlK>fe whofe lot it is to be in 
&abjeflion. But not only^riiis Advice of the 
Text is indeBnite, and aflb^s all Mn diAe ; 
|)ut the fcvcral other RuIcfS of Scripture which 
provide for the Peace of the World, and in 
order to that, for tlie good Govtmmeotcf it, 
guard botli ways againft the br^Iy^ig in of any 
pifturb'ance Chil- 
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Ohildreii irt commanded to obey tTicir 
^arems in the Lord^ as a thing that isrlnhti* 
nd Fathers are requiwrd not to provoke tncir. 
llhildren to Wrath. Servants are enjoy.ncd tO' 
fe Crt>e(Jient to them that arc their Mafters ; 
md Mafters are ad monifiied to forbear threat- 
ling tlieir Servants, and tc^ deal equally by 
:heni. Every Soul is required to be SubieS: to 
:1ie Higlier Powers AvhicH Go^ hath Ordained ; 
All Men arc to obey them that have the'Riiltf 
over them, and to fubrxiit thcmfelvcs ; as on 
the other hand, Rulers are to be a Terror noc 
to good Works but to the Evil, for the Punifh- 
ment of Evil-doers, and for the Praifc of them 
that do well ; they arc to be tlie Minifters of 
God to the P^dpfe for good. 

And were thefe Duties of .Children and 

Parents, Servants and Mafters, People and 

Rulers, fincerely and fully obferved, as diejr 

ouglit to be, ftriflly by ?ill u\ tfiefe fcvera! Re^ 

lations ; thei*e would be no beginning of Srrifcj 

, nor any gap opened for Contention to break In 

among us. A juft Senfe of Duty would keep 

all that are in Authority from ftrctching their 

Power beyond its due bounds, ' and the true 

Dcfign for which it is given. And the fam^ 

Senlc of Duty would pi'e\rent thofe^who arc 

under Authoriry from putting in any fuch cx» 

travagant Claim of Njttqrai Right, as is in- 

coofiitent with Government. And as Ruler* 

(liould not of thcmfelvcs ftrain any fuch Points 

to the prejudice of the whole: So fliould no 

one who pretends to* regard them, put them 

upon it. For this is npt only to the hurt of that 

Cooftitution to which they oclong, but of the 

Rulers thenrlelves r Whofe power they oFcnci- 

C 2 ^ dc- 
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4eftrcy than ad^'ance, jby taking it off from hs 
proper Foundatiop, the Laws by which dser 
command the Subie£ts« Obedience. And 1 
believe no ferious Man do^s think^that they wbo 
advifed cliofe extraordinary MftthoAs above- 
mentioned, deferved well of the Crown. No 
more to be furc did they whfe greur Ibexoecd* 
iogly tender of their Legal and Natural Rights, 
as to turn every ftep of the King's into a ncff 
provocation ; and declared in the End, thtt 
tbey were not to be fatisfied with any thti^ 
while be was fuffisred to Live. And there((»t 
Men ought always to have jTo much iealoufr 
over themfelves, as to be afraid of running iro 
«oy ^xti;eani of this • Kind, which had in the 
Caie before us fo dreadful an Iflue ; and to 
leave off' Contention if poffiblc before they arc 
too far engaged* 

They who tliought they had caufe to com- 
plain, at the beginning of our Jate uphappf 
Confu^nSy fottnd it hard to get out of the 
Crowds when they faw ill Men purfuiff 
(heir private and wicked Defigns under chc 
Colour of thofe Demands, which thev made 
without any fudi Views. This fhoulci make 
ps very cautious how we enter intoany Ccntcft 
with thofe that have any Authority over us; 
becaufe we can never be fure but that by ooe 
Means or other it will be carried nwch further 
than we ever intended We fhould not (hflcr 
pur feWes to be cafily provoked by anyfuch 
Condufl: in our Governours, as perliaps we can- 
npt approve ; but rather eonfider the great Dif- 
ficulties that attend their Office among Meo of 
fuch different Interefts, Opinions and Tempers 
1(5 we find in the World : and endeavoyr to 

make 
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lake the bdrden bf it, by ao bumble and peace-' 
ble behaViouT) as eafy to them as ti^e poflibly 
an. •• • 

All tbe Laws of God and Men have ftam^ied 

Sacredoeisjipon the Ferfbns of Princes, which 

;l[K>uld be always religionfly preferved. Our 

3>vja Law. in paracalkr has upon this C)cca(ion 

fuUy dedaredi " Thatby the undoubted and 

*' Plindamental Laws of this 

,** Kingdom* neither the Peers " ^- *' ^ ''*- 

** of we Realm, nor the Commons, nof both 

** together m Parliament or out of Parlk- 

/^ ment, nor the People cdle£lively or ie^ 

*^ prefeotaiively, nor |iny other Peribns whac- 

^^ foever, ever had, have, hath, or 6ught to 

** have, any Coercive Power over the Per&ns 

I ** of the Kings of this Realm. Ahd as wd 

ought to maintain and pradice the juft and fafl 

, Import of this Provifion made in defence of out' 

' Governours, and bear even the greateft un- 

, eafmefs from them that is any way coniiftentf 

with the Publicic Security : So we oi^ht not to 

extend any Laws to the plain Deftrudion of 

' that Conflitution of which they are but a part, 

and for the prefervation of which they were all 

oftlidmmade» 

Whatfortof Violation* of the whole Con- 
ft tcution infer ftich a Diflblutio^ of Government, 
as will tli^arrant the People to look more to the 
End, than the Words of tile Statutes ; and to 
go out of ihe common Forms of Law and O- 
bedience^ for prevfuiting their otherwi^ un- 
avoidable Ruin ; is M needlefs as it is ihviduous 
to determine before.hand, or wheh tliat par- 
ticular Qucftion is not bdbre us. Stich ex- 
tcaordinary Cafes whenever they lidfpen or arc 

brought 
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bnnf^t HiTQ d^^futo, win fpetk-fer ttmnfUva : ' 
9$ ttm of llie kte wonderful ReToliKioii,id 
and always will da And wiioever (hall coo- 
futt %h» fitvOUraUe and provklemial Cbao^ 
10 th9 bainous Qflfenceof diis Day^om w)^ 
if widdy difiers ia thi^ Oocafion-aod Manner 
i( its bcuog porfuod, the BerfiMis ooocsraed 
ind.fvery Coorequenceofic; can neidierdok 
with Juftice in it ftlf, nor wkh any good W3! 
to duf prcf^nt happy Eftabliflvnoic ; wttd 
fftaiiot; but Mer both hy tfaofe who tJhihk them 
c<Ph41V p(^y ^ad. diofc that thkik cliein eqos^ 

, 9gi^ Upw. much ro9vor may be (aid fir fuch a 
li'pgidaf' C«(^ ^s tlic/JaK' Revducioa was, it is 
f(K# ^tflp.tlut: flooe of the PKM'Ocaftiofis fug- 
fl9|ted.io^4 Paper that made a great ootfisbota 
Pf,Vf iVc^tfi Ago, . oaa pretend to diflblve the Sob- 
)|)d;S Qbo^iencc* And yet the Throne vu 
ij^ttfi put ip tnind withao uoheafd of Prefumptt* 
qa^ mat A^fKr^ ff0s Aff io ReM ^j^MmJt Priih 
Uminiitfttt "f^^* by that Author who wrote 
ik^j^ Af>. in jtlie Name of the Churcb of 
lnd,RtfriMu4, England with great Pomp and 

I bop6 however that Nature is notber fo 
Arong, nor^ Pkindpie fo. weak in any iroe 
Mcnaber^ of this Cburd)* as oo let them be car. 
ricd over ^ BOoads of their Doty hy loch 
Xeoiptatiions as fttie thn'etn wiili much ag- 
era vatipi^ ipQM npon.. I am fore Aic Berfoos 
'tn%t have l^xeen . mm gnoat iniquiiy, efpecially 
of lat^a Itv^ied ^ . die Eafourers flf RateHkn* 
^uve npt fp lQ»rQQd,t!iB Chriftian Dodrine of 
pbedien^e ^nd FatiePcB. They baviiB hitherto 
praC^ifftdiftMfitl) .4s gneat esa£uiefs as any of 
. ^ . J their 
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heir Accttfcfs; and will I am perf^Araded gp 
m to fulfill it with as great defererite* to Her 
Tioft Excdlent Majefty, and to all in Authority 
mder H*r; with as tender a regard to the 
kvhole Conftitution, ahd with a$ true a Love 
CO their Country, as thofe who are the for- 
warder t& rfepf'oach them with anV want cflf 
this Kind. . i 

Tbfe groundlefs DiftthSion has already di- 
vided tt^ A great deal too long : Tis Jiow hig^ 
Titfte that this Wall of Partition whicli hasbeea 
daubed With untenl{)ered Mortar 'flfoold h6 
thrown down, and make way for our better 
uniting in tAe neceflary Defence of all diat w6 
Value. The Common Enemy (hould now.eri- 
ga^ our Gbiftmon. Concern; dnd we (liquid 
ttiink of the Things tha^ make fer qur true 
Feace, aAd Things Mirlier^by one might eAlfj^ 
anachet* . 

And thfefe by the gractf of God we fbpolJ 

Bnd, if by a finc6re and timely fbrfalnng au 

our otha: ini()uities, as well as tno(^ Whk:h hn- 

mediately tend to paUick ConfuGon, we en- 

deavoilrM truly to anlWer the Humiliation en* 

joyned oa this black and forrowfui Day. A 

Day to be had in fad and lafting Remcm- 

, br^nci <$f iX\f and to booMerved by a general 

RepeiUince: with the particular amcMmcnt 

ofthofewhoareconlfctOMstothemfel'i'e? of the 

want of arty due rc»ard to tlic Authority of the 

Frinoe or the Rights of the People ; ffpm sk 

te^'e (if Artmrary Power in theoneorPaQiodr 

in the other. And ifit was thus folefnnized, iti 

this fober and juft, and impartial Manner, it 

would promote the good Order and Peace of 

the. Kingdom ', and not t}e any longer a Fad for 

• Digitized by Google 



( a4 ) 
;5crife an4':D0i>ace> nor ajaj fioiie.<kr OwtgrfHi 
betvi'een u$. 

If tliere affh any ^mmig^ us who «fQfi> far 
froii) obfemBg this Day .wichtlba^ letfovfei 
!wbich ^lefad Occafion requires; iMQi^riiex 
horrible Fqift in Contqa^!^ ao4 Danfio^t, 
which is moretha^ I biive ypt:f^ifs$d' mj 
ground td a^rm ; I wiili to Crod thcf^fRR 
detcsi^ed atid pestfliedi ayfty^ i de^uop' o(^ 
Authprity, and Tuc^ ^a Outrage u||q|i <9flftinoB 
jHlumaaity does bigiilf defqrvfe: ipid tbat aO 
others Dpould exprefs ttieHrabbortjBQ^.qf tk 
jgrear WickedneTs . thh Day . Ima^, If 
crucifyiiig tfaofe A^Gr^ioijs a^ ioi$^ ftw 
iivbence(;onfe Wars apa Figh(^i}^ [sioKxigiB; 
|uid ^nceire^' endesuKH^g to five. ia i^ 
and gp4ly Loyc,' ,•.*.- 
. By this nieaos both tl^/suilt aqd ^ Fso^ 
ment of tbis great Sin would be foonefl; i)MWP> 
ed, and \ye aright comfor^Iy4i($e t^ffina 
being the religious, ,and TiumbliB, apd f^effitfiik 
MKmt^ljr of a Kingjdon^ on Earchi wM i$ 
iubje^tocfaange .; -yn. itnvf^ Ipere^er belpdb 
^he ^Appy and glor^u^.Part^^ers (^^tjpB^ 
doin in 'Hefiy^n, wiijcfa c^qot bq UtKlMite 
ciiduredi for ever.- r; | *, ,.; | Si - ' 
; To this BverJafti^g^jQgdqin ^ 00^ 
God of ois infinite Men;)^lwiaa3]S'^; (atw 
feke of bis Son Jcfuf ChfiS : Tq.wJWBti* 
the Father anH tm tioly Ghq^, bs aiiij^ il 
iJie Church all Powers, Popiiiuoa a^d FriA 
thi-oug^ut ail ^gesi WcMrl4 w^ti^Etii ^ 
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